
LESSON PLAN: Rosie the Riveter Had No Time for Selfies

Georgia Standard: Grade 5 

SS5H4. Explain America’s involvement in World War II.

a. Describe German aggression in Europe and Japanese aggression in Asia.
b. Describe major events in the war in both Europe and the Pacific; include Pearl Harbor, Iwo 

Jima, D-Day, VE and VJ Days, and the Holocaust.
c. Discuss President Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
d. Identify Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill, Hirohito, Truman, Mussolini, and Hitler.
e. Describe the effects of rationing and the changing role of women and African Americans or 

Blacks; include “Rosie the Riveter” and the Tuskegee Airmen.
f. Explain the role of Eleanor Roosevelt and the U.S. in the formation of the United Nations.

Themes/Constructs
1. Events in Europe and Asia leading to the outbreak of World War II
2. Changing role of women – Rosie the Riveter – in support of the World War II Home Front

Objectives
1. List events that defined German aggression in Europe and Japanese aggression in Asia prior to 

World War II. 
2. Identify world leaders, including United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) who 

were leaders of the Allies and leaders of the Axis Powers.
3. Describe the changing role of women during WWII as personified by Rosie the Riveter

Time needed: two, 40-minute class periods

Anchor article: Rosie the Riveter Had No Time for selfies

OBJECTIVES 1 and 2

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Objective 1 (Class session 1): TIMELINE 

The following is a timeline of events in Europe and Asia leading up to the outbreak of World War II on 
Sept. 1, 1939 when Germany invaded Poland. 

1922: Benito Mussolini, founder of Italy’s National Fascist Party, became Prime Minister of 
Italy and transformed Italy into a dictatorship. His goal was to create an empire similar to the 
Holy Roman Empire of the past. 
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1931: Japan invaded China to take control of their natural resources (iron and coal) that Japan 
needed. 

1933: After the Nazi Party won seats in Germany’s Reichstag (Parliament) in the 1932 elections
by promising “jobs and bread,” Germany’s President Paul von Hindenburg named Adolf Hitler 
the Chancellor of Germany in January. Hitler immediately consolidated power through 
oppression, violence and intimidation. Hitler opened Dachau in March 1933 as a prison for his 
political opponents. President von Hindenburg died in 1934 bringing an end to Germany’s 
Weimar Republic. Hitler’s goal was to recreate the German Empire that was broken apart after 
World War I ended in 1918. Hitler ruled Germany as a brutal dictator. 

           
1937: Japan and China engaged in armed conflict southwest of Beijing, China. Called the 
Second Sino-Japanese War, many historians believe this was the start of World War II. The 
Imperial Japanese Army killed millions of Chinese civilians.

March 1938: Hitler annexed Austria, called the Anschluss. It was Hitler’s first land grab to 
achieve his goal of reuniting the mighty German Empire that existed prior to World War I 
(1914-1918). In September, Great Britain (England) and France signed the Munich Agreement 
with Hitler. To appease Hitler, they agreed to allow Germany to annex portions of 
Czechoslovakia – the Sudetenland.  

September 1, 1939: Nazi Germany invaded Poland. The German Nazi Auschwitz concentration
and extermination camp in southwest Poland was set up in 1940, first for Polish political 
prisoners and then for European Jews. It became the largest concentration camp. More than one 
million Jews were murdered there. 

May 1940: Germany invaded France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, and the 
Netherlands. Most fall within hours or days and are occupied by Nazi soldiers. Large areas of 
France were under German control by June.  In July, Germany began bombing England. 

            September 13, 1940: Italy invaded Egypt with a goal to take control of the Suez Canal. 

September 27, 1940: Germany, Italy and Japan sign the Tripartite Agreement, also known as 
the Berlin Pact. The three countries became the Axis Powers with the stated goal to change the 
world order. 

December 7, 1941: Japan attacked the U.S. Navy at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii sinking battleships, 
destroying airplanes and killing 2,335 soldiers and sailors, one-half of them on the USS Arizona 
battleship. The next day, the United States declared war on Japan. On Dec. 11, Germany 
declared war on the United States. Later on Dec. 11, the Untied States declared war on 
Germany. The Allies (England, Canada, the United States, the Soviet Union and many other 
smaller countries) defeated the Axis Powers.  
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Objective 2 (Class Session 2): Allied and Axis Leaders

ALLIES
1. United States: President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) and President Harry S. Truman (FDR 

died suddenly on April 12, 1945 as he started his fourth term as president so Truman became 
president) 

2. England: Prime Minister Winston Churchill
3. Soviet Union (Russia): Joseph Stalin

AXIS POWERS
1. Germany: Adolf Hitler
2. Japan: Emperor Hirohito
3. Italy: Benito Mussolini

On a map of Europe and Asia, find all of the countries mentioned above. 

Objective 3 (Class Session 2): Women in the Industrial Workforce
– Historical Background
Reference: Miracle of World War II: How American Industry Made Victory Possible by Francis Walton
(1956) 

One common myth to dispel at the outset is that World War II was the first time women entered the 
industrial workforce. In Miracle of World War II, Francis Walton offers an historical perspective that he
says would have been helpful to WWII military planners who were afraid hiring women for factory 
jobs was a “reckless experiment.” 

Walton explains that the golden era for women workers was in the early 1800s as personified by the 
Lowell Mill Girls in Massachusetts. Lowell was a hub for the textile industry. 

“The Lowell girls left home with a specific objective: to acquire a new wardrobe, to pay off a 
mortgage, to send a brother through school. Their average age at starting was twenty years. They were 
the no-nonsense girls who signed articles of employment with the company. They came for a purpose. 
They lived in well kept halls. The purpose accomplished, they left. Residence at Lowell, 
Massachusetts, was for many of them a “finishing school” of sorts. They formed debating societies, 
joined lending libraries, and edited a literary magazine which impressed Dickens [Charles Dickens 
visited Lowell in 1842]. They attended Lowell Lyceum lectures given by John Quincy Adams, Edward 
Everett, and Ralph Waldo Emerson. That was the “golden era” of the lady factory hand. In the first half 
of the nineteenth century both educated and uneducated girls worked in mills, and in 1900 there were 
1,312,688 women employed in manufacturing and mechanical pursuits alone. (Miracle of World War 
II, p. 373) 

But women were not considered an option to fill jobs at factories at the start of World War II. Only 
when the need became dire did the government begin actively recruiting women to work at factories. 
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At the beginning of the war, factory managers were able to get deferments for their highly skilled male 
workers. As factories were being converted to wartime production, managers justified these deferments
by stating only men could perform demanding, highly skilled jobs. 

Walton (p. 374) enumerates the reasons managers were biased against hiring women. Those were:
1. Women had no understanding of machinery, regardless of their proven performance in 

“clothing,” “printing,” and “shoes.”
2. Women could not do heavy work. Benches and machines would have to be extensively 

redesigned.
3. Women would be a disturbing influence to male workers.
4. The sanitary facilities in the shops were limited and inadequate. There were no rest rooms for 

women.
5. How could you ever teach them?

The draft board had other ideas. When it began denying deferments for male workers whom managers 
deemed indispensable, factories had no choice but to hire women. The draft board told factory 
managers, “Take a Woman!”

By the Numbers: Women Begin Working in Factories

In 1942, factories began hiring women to do jobs formerly held exclusively by men. By 1943 and 1944,
about millions of women were working as welders, riveters, mechanics and line workers at hundreds of
factories making ships, airplanes, military vehicles, tanks and munitions. 

The Child Labor Laws were suspended during World ar II so children as young as 14 years old were 
eligible to work in factories. 

References for this section 

1. Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in World War II by Penny Colman (pp. 
106-107)

2. U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau Report on nonwhite women factory workers (April 
6, 1945)

3. Miracle of World War II by Francis Walton (1956)

4. Freedom’s Forge by Arthur Herman (2012)

Highlights*

 The median age of women industrial (factory) workers rose from 33 years before WWII to 34 
during the war.

 On January 1, 1943, the War Manpower Commission counted 3,000,000 women in war work 
and insisted another 1,500,000 women were urgently needed. 

 In March 1942, Ford had 28 women working at the Willow Run Bomber Plant. In April 1943, 
the plant had 40,066 workers and 38 percent were women.
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 In 1940, one in three African American women and one in five Caucasian women were 
working.

 In 1944, two in five African American women and one in three Caucasian women were 
working.

 In 1940, 70 percent of African American women employed (about 1.5 million) were in service 
jobs (cook, housekeeper).

 In 1944, there were 2.1 million African American women employed with significant increases 
in industrial jobs.

 The most dramatic cultural shift for African American women during World War II was the 
transition from service jobs to skilled and semi-skilled jobs at wartime factories, especially 
factories working with metals, chemicals, and rubber. 

 Between 1940 and 1944, the number of employed women increased from 12 million to 18.2 
million. In 1947 after World War II ended, the number of employed women was 15.8 million, a 
higher number than in 1940 but lower than in 1944. (Rosie the Riveter, p. 106) 

 In 1942, the Brooklyn Navy Yard began hiring women. Of 6,000 women who took the civil 
service test, an African American woman applicant scored 99, the highest score. Of the first 125
women hired, 12 were African American. 

 In March 1940, there were fewer than 14,000,000 working women. By midsummer, 1944, the 
number of wage-earning women reached an all-time peak of 19,000,000. The largest growth 
occurred in the occupation group labeled by the Bureau of the Census, “craftsmen, foremen, 
operatives, and labor other than farm.”  

 Eventually, 48 percent of the workforce manufacturing electrical equipment was women. 
 By the end of 1943, 30.7 percent of all hourly wage workers at General Motors (GM) were 

women. 
 By the end of 1943, 70 percent of all workers at the Kaiser shipyards in Richmond, California 

were women. Kaiser employed about 79,000 workers at peak production. 
 In iron and steel companies, 22.3 percent of the workforce was women. 

*Any discrepancies in stats is understandable as multiple sources were used for this research. There is 
not a single authoritative source documenting women workers during World War II. 
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Learning Activity Name:____________________________________

Class: ____________________________________

1. Watch the video within the article “Rosie the Riveter Had No Time for Selfies.” The following 
are the lyrics to the Rosie the Riveter song:

All the day long whether rain or shine,
She’s a part of the assembly line,
She’s making history, working for victory,
Rosie, Brrrrrrrr the riveter.

Keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage, 
Sitting up there on the fuselage,
That little frail can do,
More than a male can do,
Rosie, Brrrrrr the riveter. 

Rosie’s got a boyfriend Charlie, 
Charlie, he’s a marine,
Rosie is protecting Charlie
Working overtime on the riveting machine.

When they gave her a production “E”
She was as proud as a girl could be,
There’s something true about Red, White and Blue, 
about Rosie, Brrrrrrrrrr the riveter. 

a) Study the lyrics. How does the song provide evidence of one of the primary reasons many 
women went to work in factories?

b) Study the lyrics. How does the song provide evidence of one of the primary reasons many 
women went to work in factories?

c) Research what a production “E” was during World War II. Write a summary.
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d) What is sabotage? Why do you think they worried about that at the factory?

2. What event resulted in the United States entering World War II?

3. Cite data from the “Highlights” section above that there was a sharp increase in women entering
the workforce at factories after the United States entered World War II.

4. What is the job of a riveter? What do they do?

5. What is the job of a welder? What do they do?

6. Do jobs for riveters and welders still exist today?

7. Match the leader in the left column to their country in the right column

Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) ________ a. Soviet Union (Russia)

Adolf Hitler ________ b. Japan

Emperor Hirohito _______ c. United States (until April 12, 1945)

Joseph Stalin ________ d. Italy

Benito Mussolini ________ e. Germany

Harry Truman __________ f. United States (after April 12, 1945)
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8. Why were factory owners hesitant to hire women workers in the early days of World War II?

9. After watching the video, what did you find interesting about the women who were Rosies 
during World War II?

10. From the timeline above, fill in the boxes below.  Not all dates from above will be used. 

1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941

© 2020 Redwood Learn 3



11. Betty Bishop is an original Rosie who worked at the Bell Aircraft factory in Niagara Falls, New 
York during World War II. Read her story here.

a) List all of the pictures in the story and state why each picture helps tell her story. 

Picture 1. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Picture 2. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Picture 3. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Picture 4. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Picture 5. _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Picture 6. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

b) Study the picture of the poster on what clothing women had to wear when working at the 
factory. From the poster, list what was permitted and what was not permitted.

Permitted: ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Not Permitted: ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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