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LESSON PLAN #3

Meet Irene: from Holocaust to Hope and Her Journey to America on a Liberty 
Ship

Grades: 6-12

Rationale

The Holocaust is a very difficult topic to introduce to students. Images and videos can be traumatizing 
across all grade levels and even to adults, especially as an introduction. Yet, with each passing 
generation, Holocaust history is fading from memory. Too many students and adults struggle to identify 
Auschwitz as a concentration camp run by brutal Nazi guards in Poland during World War II or worse, 
question whether the Holocaust took place. However, statistics, artifacts, literature and oral histories are 
an indelible call to action that the genocide of six million European Jews, and hundreds of thousands of 
other innocent civilians deemed inferior, must never be forgotten. 

Anchored by a book written by a Holocaust survivor who recounts her heartbreaking yet hopeful story, 
this lesson plan is a meaningful introduction to the Holocaust to support thoughtful study and discourse 
of one of the most significant world events of the 20th century. From this study of the past, students can 
internalize Irene’s message of “Never a Bystander” with immediate and future benefit to both their 
local community and the broader global community. 

Anchor Article on WWII Home Front website: 

     Meet Irene: from Holocaust to Hope and Her Journey to America on a Liberty Ship

     Related Article: Students Give Voice to Rare Manuscript Found at Auschwitz 

Recommended Reading

• Shores Beyond Shores: From Holocaust to Hope, My True Story by Irene Butter (2018: 259 
pages) with John Bidwell and Kris Holloway

• Anne Frank Remembered: The Story of the Woman Who Helped to Hide the Frank Family by 
Miep Gies and Alison Leslie Gold (1987)

Objectives

Upon successfully completing this lesson plan, students will be able to:

1. Recall events in Germany in the 1930s that foretold the genocide, perpetrated by Hitler and his 
Nazi Party during World War II (1939-1945), that defined the Holocaust;

2. Recall key events and places in Irene’s life;

3. Distinguish Irene’s life as a young child from her life as an adolescent and teenager;

4. Relate key events in Irene’s life to key events during World War II as the Allies fought to defeat 
Nazi Germany;

5. Analyze the courage and convictions of Irene’s parents;

6. Illustrate the geographical and personal scope of the Holocaust; 

7. Discuss Irene’s desire to be known as a Holocaust survivor and not a Holocaust victim;

8. Articulate and discuss the relevance of the book’s theme (Never a Bystander) to today’s society.
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Themes/Constructs

1. Events in Germany as Hitler consolidated power in the 1930s

2. Discrimination against German Jews in the 1930s

3. Family emigration from Germany in the 1930s

4. Concentration camps and genocide

5. Post WWII/Holocaust survival

Time Required: Depending on grade level and depth of exploring topics, this lesson can be completed 
in three, 60-minute class periods. 

• Class period #1: a. Introduction to the Holocaust and World War II (Lesson Plan content Part I 
and Part IV) b. Read c  urrent event story and   watch   video interview  s   with Irene   on the WWII   
Home Front site. 

• Class period #2: Timeline of political events that led to World War II and personal events of the 
Hasenberg and Frank families (Lesson Plan Content Part II and Part III) 

• Class period #3: Complete learning activities in class or review as a homework assignment; take 
quiz 

Alignment to National Standards and Georgia Standards of Excellence

National: Social Studies

The National Council for the Social Studies has published the “National Curriculum Standards for 
Social Studies, A Framework for Teaching, Learning and Assessment” that outlines ten themes of study.
This lesson plan aligns with four themes: 1) Time, Continuity, and Change 2) People, Places and 
Environments 3) Production, Distribution and Consumption and 4) Civic Ideals and Practices.  

In addition, this lesson plan supports the C3 (College, Career, and Civic Life) Framework for Social 
Studies Standards in all four dimensions: 1) developing questions and planning inquiries, 2) applying 
disciplinary concepts and tools; 3) evaluating sources and using evidence; and 4) Communicating 
conclusions and taking informed action. 

National: English Language Arts

Anchored by a primary source, current event article, written in two reading levels, as a springboard to 
inquiry-based learning, this lesson plan meets multiple standards in Informational Text in the areas of 
Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading 
and Level of Text Complexity. 

Applicable State of Georgia Standards of Excellence: Social Studies 

1. SSWH19b
2. SSWH18b
3. SSWH18c
4. SSWH18d

Assessments

Learning activities and summative 20-question multiple choice quiz (see attached) 
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Lesson Plan Content

Lesson plan content is divided into four sections. Those are:

I. Part I is an overview of the Holocaust and World War II.

II. Part II is a summary of personal events in the lives of the Hasenberg and Frank families who 
both lived in the same Amsterdam neighborhood before the Holocaust. Anne Frank and Irene 
Hasenberg knew each other but attended different schools.

III. Part III is a timeline that merges key political and personal events to put World War II and the 
Holocaust.

IV. Part IV is Holocaust statistics from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

PART I: Overview of the Holocaust as part of World War II (1939-1945)

The Holocaust was part of World War II (1939-1945). The Axis Powers (Germany, Italy and Japan) 
sought to create a new order in Europe, dominate the Mediterranean and control natural resources in 
Asia. In other words, the three Axis countries sought to create a new world order. The Allies (mainly 
the United States, England and Canada) fought back and defeated the Axis Powers in 1945. 

Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in the 1930s. He ran for president in 1932. He campaigned on 
the promise to deliver jobs and bread to German citizens who were suffering during a worldwide 
economic depression and terms of the Treaty of Versailles. The treaty was signed in 1919 to end World 
War I (1914-1918). Germany was forced to pay billions of dollars in reparations after losing to the 
Allies – France, England and the United States as an associated power with the Allies. Hitler deeply 
resented terms of the treaty, which established Germany’s Weimar Republic. 

Hitler lost the 1932 presidential election but in devious and brutal ways, he consolidated power quickly. 
In January 1933, German President Paul von Hindenburg appointed Hitler as Chancellor. Within weeks 
Hitler began his reign of terror and soon Germany’s Weimar Republic was replaced by Hitler’s 
totalitarian government. German Jews were stripped of their citizenship in 1935. Hitler’s plan was to 
reunite the German Empire that had been broken apart at the end of World War I. Hitler formed 
alliances with Benito Mussolini, Italy’s fascist dictator, and Emperor Hirohito of Imperial Japan. The 
trio planned to eventually dominate the world. 

Hitler progressively took steps to eradicate millions of European Jews, his “Final Solution.” He 
ultimately was responsible for the murder of six million Jews, including 1.5 million children, a 
genocide called the Holocaust. 

According to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Holocaust was:

“the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jewish 
men, women and children by the Nazi regime and its collaborators. The Nazis, who came to 
power in Germany in January 1933, believed that Germans were "racially superior" and they 
wanted to create a “racially pure” state. Jews, deemed "inferior," were considered an alien threat 
to the so-called German racial community.”

 © 2020 Redwood Educational Technologies LLC, All rights reserved. 4



PART II: The Hasenberg and Frank families

Thousands of German Jewish families moved from Germany to the Netherlands in the 1930s to escape 
Hitler and Nazi Germany. They thought they would be safe there because the Netherlands had 
remained neutral during World War I (1914-1918). 

John Hasenberg and Otto Frank both had been bankers in Germany but lost their banks to Hitler. Otto 
moved to Amsterdam in 1933 and set up a spice business. The family of four – Edith, his wife, and two 
daughters – Anne and Margot – settled in an Amsterdam neighborhood with many other German 
Jewish families. In 1936, John moved to Amsterdam and found a job with the American Express 
Company. Gertrude, his wife, and two children – Werner and Irene – joined him in Amsterdam. 

Both John and Otto had fought for the German Empire as member of the military during World War I. 

The Franks and Hasenbergs lived in the same Amsterdam 
neighborhood although their children attended different schools. 
Irene had heard of Anne who had many friends in the 
neighborhood. 

In July 1942, the Frank family went into hiding in an annex 
attached to Otto’s office after Margot received a notice to report 
to authorities. Miep Gies, Otto’s office assistant, was instrumental 
in helping the family hide for 25 months. Each day she secured 
food for eight people, buying in multiple trips so as not to raise 
suspicion. She reported to work each day and at noon, would push 
aside a bookcase and climb the stairs to the annex to brief the 
Franks and their friends on the latest news and bring food. 

In June 1943, the Hasenbergs, who had escaped a previous round 
up, were forcibly taken from their home in Amsterdam (the 
Netherlands) and deported to the Westerbork transit camp in the 
Netherlands. Westerbork was about 115 miles northeast of 
Amsterdam. As a transit camp, prisoners were usually only there 
for a short time. Most Dutch Jews at Westerbork were sent to 
Auschwitz and never heard from again. In total, about 140,000 Dutch Jews were murdered during the 
Holocaust. 

Before being deported, John had sent away for Ecuadorian passports. The passports were miraculously 
sent to the family at Westerbork, which saved them from being sent to Auschwitz. The passports 
allowed the Hasenbergs to be considered “exchange prisoners.” 

In February 1944, the Hasenbergs were sent from Westerbork to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
in northern Germany. With passports, they were placed in the “Star” camp, allowed to remain together 
and were permitted to wear their own clothes, the cloths they had carried with them after being given 
ten minutes to evacuate their home. Irene grabbed her pink blanket, a blanket she still has to this day. 

After D-Day on June 6, 1944, the Frank family in hiding had much hope they would soon be liberated. 
They wondered how long it would take the Allies to reach Amsterdam. But it was not to be. 
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After being betrayed, the Frank family was deported to Westerbork on August 4, 1944. After the Nazi 
guards left the annex, Miep scooped up Anne’s diary and papers that were scattered across the floor. 
She took a risk even going into the annex because all property was now considered Nazi owned. Miep 
avoided being arrested on August 4 when she detected an Austrian accent by the Nazi guard. Miep had 
also been born in Austria so she convinced the guard to let her remain to operate Otto’s business. After 
everyone left, she tucked Anne’s diary and papers away in her desk drawer never reading anything to 
honor Anne’s privacy.  

On September 3, 1944, the Frank family was put on the final train that left Westerbork for Auschwitz. 
Only Otto would survive the Holocaust. From Auschwitz, Anne and Margot were sent to the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in northern Germany in fall 1944. Anne and Irene would see each other one 
night in late January 1945 when Irene and Hanneli Goslar, Anne’s best friend in Amsterdam, threw 
Anne a bundle of clothes over a fence. 

Irene and her family were freed from Bergen-Belsen on January 21, 1945 when they boarded a Red 
Cross train to Switzerland as exchange prisoners. On January 23, 1945, Irene’s Pappi died in her arms 
on the train from injuries sustained at Bergen-Belsen. His body was removed from the train and placed 
on a bench at the train station in Biberach, Germany. Local residents buried him.  

Anne and Margot died at Bergen-Belsen of typhus infections, malnutrition and exposure in February 
1945. At Bergen-Belsen they were housed outside in tents. When Anne met Irene and Hanneli at the 
fence that January evening, all Anne had covering her was a dark blanket. Irene said Anne “seemed 
swallowed by the cloth.” (Shores Beyond Shores, p. 168) 

Once in Switzerland, Irene’s mother and brother were too sick to travel. Irene was placed on train to the 
port of Marseille, France where she then boarded a ship for a voyage to a United Nations refugee camp 
in Algeria. At 14, Irene was all alone not just in a foreign country but a foreign continent. Still 
separated from Mutti and Werner, in December 1945, Irene left Algeria on an American Liberty Ship 
for her journey to America where her mother’s cousins in New York City had agreed to take in Irene. 
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In June 1946, Irene was reunited with her mother and brother in New York City. She vividly remembers 
that first hug with Werner after being separated for more than one year. Irene succeeded at school and 
quickly caught up to her peers. She eventually earned her doctorate in economics at Duke University 
where she met Charlie Butter, another doctoral student. They married and became professors at the 
University of Michigan where they both spent their careers. 

Irene turned 90 on Dec. 11, 2020. 

PART III: Timeline: the Frank/Hasenberg families and political/military 
events 

1. June 12, 1929: Anne Frank is born in Frankfurt, Germany. Otto, her father, works at a bank run 
by Otto’s father, Anne’s paternal grandfather. She lives with her mother and Margot, her older 
sister. 

2. Dec. 11, 1930: Irene Hasenberg is born in Berlin, Germany. John, her father, and Julius Mayer, 
Irene’s maternal grandfather, are partners in a bank. Irene has an idyllic early childhood in 
Berlin living with her parents (Pappi and Mutti); Werner, her brother; and her maternal 
grandparents.  

3. March 1932: In an election, Adolf Hitler loses the presidency of Germany’s Weimar Republic 
to incumbent President Paul von Hindenburg although his Nazi Party gains many seats in the 
Reichstag but not a majority.

4. January 28, 1933: President von Hindenburg names Adolf Hitler as Germany’s Chancellor. 
Hitler immediately begins consolidating power.

5. February 28, 1933: Following a fire in the building where the Reichstag met, the Reichstag 
Fire Decree is passed and signed by President von Hindenburg. It takes away many civil 
liberties of German citizens.

6. March 22, 1933: The Dachau concentration camp in Germany opens for political prisoners.

7. March 23, 1933: The Reichstag passes the Enabling Act allowing Hitler to pass laws for four 
years without the approval of the Rechstag. This action effectively ends Germany’s democratic 
Weimar Republic and established Hitler as a totalitarian dictator.

8. August 1933: After losing his bank, Otto Frank moves his family from Frankfurt to a smaller 
German town and then to Amsterdam in the Netherlands.

9. August 2, 1934: President Paul von Hindenburg dies paving the way for Hitler to transform the 
German Republic to a totalitarian dictatorship. 

10. September 15, 1935: The Nuremberg Laws pass which denies German citizenship to large 
numbers of German Jews and ultimately all of them. The laws are not enforced until after the 
1936 Berlin Summer Olympics.

11. August 1936: Berlin is the site of the Summer Olympics, which Hitler uses for propaganda to 
fool the world that Germany is a benevolent global citizen. Irene Hasenberg, 5, and her family 

 © 2020 Redwood Educational Technologies LLC, All rights reserved. 7



go to the Berlin Zoo for an outing. Irene asks her mother what all of the “black zigzags” on the 
flags are. At the Olympics, Jesse Owens, an African American student attending Ohio State 
University, wins four gold medals for the United States in track and field. Also at the Games, 
eight boys from the University of Washington in Seattle (the Huskies) beat all odds to first be 
named to represent the United States in the eight man rowing event and then to take the Gold 
medal at the Olympics beating Italy and Germany. 

12. Spring 1937: After losing his bank in the previous months, John Hasenberg leaves Berlin to 
find work in Amsterdam. 

13. December 1937: John sends word he has found a job with the American Express Company so 
the family moves to Amsterdam but their grandparents are not allowed to leave Germany.

14. March 12, 1938: Hitler annexes Austria (Anschluss) to begin the reunification of the German 
Empire

15. September 30, 1938: England and France sign the Munich Agreement with Hitler permitting 
him to cede (take) parts of Czechoslovakia (the Sudetenland). 

16. November 10-11, 1938: Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, results in thousands of 
German businesses and synagogues damaged or destroyed, thousands of German Jews taken 
prisoner and hundreds of German Jews murdered by paramilitary forces with tacit Nazi 
approval in retaliation of the assassination of a German diplomat in Paris by a Jewish man from 
Poland.

17. August 23, 1939: Germany and the Soviet Union sign a non-aggression pact saying neither 
country will interfere with the other in their foreign affairs.

18. September 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland marking the start of World War II.

19. May/June 1940: Germany invades and quickly occupies France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Denmark, and Luxembourg.

20. June 1940: About 300,000 British military forces are trapped at Dunkirk in France as Germany 
advances. Winston Churchill, Britain’s new Prime Minister, boldly calls for any and all boats to 
get to Dunkirk to rescue the soldiers, which was successful. 

21. July 1940: Germany begins bombing the shores of England and then in the fall, conducts 57 
consecutive nights of bombing over London and surrounding cities (the Blitz). Thousands of 
British citizens are killed but England repels the German attempt at occupation. 

22. September 27, 1940: Germany, Italy and Japan sign the Tripartite Agreement with a stated goal 
to create a new order in Europe. Italy has its sights on controlling the Mediterranean. Japan 
continues its aggression against China to gain its natural resources on a quest to dominate Asia. 
Hitler continues his plan to create a new German Empire, the Third Reich. Dominating the 
United States is part of the trio’s plan for world domination.

23. August 1942: When Margot Frank, Anne Frank’s older sister, receives an order to report to the 
Nazis, the Frank family goes into hiding in an annex above Otto Frank’s business offices. Miep 
Gies, her husband and others help hide the family for the next 25 months. 
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24. June 20, 1943: The Hasenberg fmaily is deported to the Westerbork transit camp in Holland. 
While there, the family receives exchange passports, which saves them from being deported to 
the Auschwitz concentration camp and almost certain death.

25. February 1944: The Hasenbergs are sent from Westerbork to the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp in northern Germany. 

26. August 1944: The Frank family is reported to the Nazis and deported to Auschwitz. Miep 
collects Anne’s diary and papers and puts them away in her desk without reading them.

27. October 1944: Anne and Margot Frank are sent from Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen where they 
live in tents outside. Anne and Margot die at Bergen-Belsen in February 1945 from 
malnutrition, exposure and typhus. 

28. January 1945: Irene, Anne Frank and Hanneli, another friend from Amsterdam, meet at night 
at Bergen-Belsen. Hanneli and Irene throw Anne a bundle of clothes over the fence. The next 
day, Irene’s family is told they are being freed as exchange prisoners. On Jan. 21, 1945, they 
board a Red Cross train to Switzerland. On Jan. 23rd, Irene’s father dies on the train. Once in 
Switzerland, Irene’s mother and brother are too ill to travel. Irene is put on a train to Marseilles, 
France and then on a ship to a UN refugee camp in Algeria. In December 1945, she leaves 
Algeria and travels to the United States on a Liberty ship to stay with her mother’s cousin. Her 
mother and brother join her in June 1946.

PART IV. Holocaust Statistics (U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum)

In 1939, there were about 9.5 million Jews living in Europe and the Soviet Union. By 1945 after the 
Holocaust and World War II, there were 3.5 million Jews who survived. Six million Jews were 
murdered, including 1.5 million children during the Holocaust. 

About one million Jews were killed at Auschwitz, a concentration camp Germany established in 
western Poland. Deportation to Auschwitz was in essence, a death sentence for most Jews. Auschwitz 
was liberated on January 27, 1945 by Soviet troops. Germans operating the camp had burned most 
records before the camp was liberated. Only about 5 percent of documents remained. 

British troops liberated Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945. What they found shocked them. According to 
information from the Bergen-Belsen Memorial, the camp held about 120,000 prisoners during the war. 
Of that number, 52,000 died of starvation, disease, and abuse. In March 1945 alone, weeks after the 
Hasenbergs were freed, about 18,000 prisoners died. 

During the war, about 10,000 Bergen-Belsen prisoners had foreign passports but only about 2,000 were 
ever exchanged and freed. As Irene said, her Pappi worked very hard for miracles to happen. 

When examining statistics by country, Poland, not Germany, had the most Jews murdered. The 
following is a country-by-country list of Jewish citizens murdered during the Holocaust.

Reference: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum – USHMM 
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According to the USHMM:
“The Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million 
Jewish men, women and children by the Nazi regime and its collaborators. The Nazis, who came to 
power in Germany in January 1933, believed that Germans were "racially superior" and they wanted to 
create a “racially pure” state. Jews, deemed "inferior," were considered an alien threat to the so-called 
German racial community.”

Although the Holocaust is the most understood genocide in world history, there is not one document 
that summarizes the tragedy. The following is not a complete list of countries where Jews were 
murdered but it represents the countries with the largest numbers of Jews murdered during the 
Holocaust. 

Poland
In May 1940, there were 3.35 million Jews
Jews murdered: 2.7 to 3 million 

France 
In May 1940, there were 300,000 to 330,000 Jews
Jews murdered: 72,900 to 74,000

Soviet Union
In May 1940, there were 3 million Jews
Jews murdered: 1.3 million

Yugoslavia
In May 1940, there were 82,242 Jews
Jews murdered: 67,228

Hungary
In May 1940, there were 490,621 Jews
Jews murdered: 297,621

Austria
In May 1940, there were 185,926 Jews
Jews murdered: 65,459

Czechoslovakia
In May 1940, there were 354,000 Jews
Jews murdered: 260,000

Belgium
In May 1940, there were 90,000 Jews
Jews murdered: 24,387

Germany
In May 1940, there were 237,723
Jews murdered: 165,200

Italy
In May 1940, there were 58,412 Jews
Jews murdered: 7,858

the Netherlands
In May 1940, there were 140,245 Jews
Jews murdered: 102,000
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Divide six sheets of notebook paper in half with a line down the middle. Label the left column 
on each page as “Political and Military Events.” Label the right column on each page as 
“Personal events of the Hasenbergs and Franks.”

Label the top of each page as follows:

• Sheet #1:  1929 – 1933

• Sheet #2: 1934 – 1936

• Sheet #3: 1937 – 1938

• Sheet #4: 1939 – 1940

• Sheet #5: 1941 – 1943

• Sheet #6: 1944 – 1945

From the information above in the two timelines, fill in the six sheets so that political and 
personal events happening in the same period are across from each other on your sheets. You 
can email the document to your teacher or take a picture of it with your phone and send to your 
teacher. Note: There will not be a one-to-one match of political to personal events so include 
what you think is important so you have a good summary when complete. 

2. On a seventh sheet of paper, write any questions you have, comments or thoughts you have, or 
words to look up in the dictionary to better understand their meaning. Share your comments. 
Discuss the confluence of political and personal events at key times in Irene’s life. 

3. Complete the review and inquiry questions following the current event article   with   video   
interviews with Irene on the World War II Home Front site. Email the answers as a word 
document to your teacher or take a picture of your answers with your phone and send it to your 
teacher.

4. From the link to the Bergen-Belsen Memorial, read through the site. How are Anne and Margot 
Frank honored at Bergen-Belsen?

5. Retrace Irene’s childhood and adolescence. Research the following distances, in miles and 
kilometers:

(a) from Berlin to Amsterdam

(b) from Amsterdam to Westerbork

(c) from Westerbork to Bergen-Belsen

(d) from Bergen-Belsen to Biberach, Germany

(e) from Bergen-Belsen to Kreutzlingen, Switzerland

(f) from Kreutzlingen, Switzerland to Marseille, France

(g) from Marseille, France to Philippeville, Algeria

(h) from Philippeville, Algeria to Algiers, Algeria

(i) from Algiers, Algeria to Baltimore, Maryland

(j) from Baltimore, Maryland to New York City

6. From the above, what trip do you think was Reni’s most difficult? Why? 

7. Irene believes in the phrase, “Never a Bystander.” It’s a call to action to prevent the hatred and 
violence she experienced during the Holocaust. How can you apply that phrase to your life 
today? 
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MAP ACTIVITY 

Use the map that follows to complete this activity.

A) On the map, circle the key locations in Irene’s life and note the years when she was there and 
major events. In each circle, place numbers in chronological order. The first one is completed 
for you below so start the activity by placing a circle with #1 around Berlin. 

No Key Location Year or 
Years There

Notes

#1. Berlin, Germany 1930-1936 Irene was born in Berlin

#2.

#3.

#4.

#5.

#6.

#7.

B. Draw a line between all of the circles on your map. Research the distance, in miles (mi) or 
kilometers (km) between each location. Fill in the table below with those distances.

From - To Distance (mi) Distance (km)

#1 to #2

#2 to #3

#3 to #4

#4 to #5

#5 to #6

#6 to #7
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C. On the map, draw a rectangle around the area where, on June 6, 1944, the D-Day invasion took 
place. D-Day was a major turning point in World War II. Complete these questions:

1. Where was Irene on D-Day?   ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Write a summary below about what D-Day meant to civilians living in occupied countries, 
such as France, and those being held as prisoners in concentration camps. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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QUIZ

 1. Of the following, what best describes the manner in which Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in the 
1930s?

(a) He was elected President of the Weimar Republic and then dissolved the Reichstag.

(b) He led the Nazi Party to a majority of seats in the Reichstag so was made President.

(c) He was appointed Chancellor, consolidated power, and dissolved the Reichstag

 2. Why did the Frank and Hasenberg families move from Germany to Amsterdam in the 1930s?

(a) They were fearful of Adolf Hitler and thought the Netherlands would remain neutral.

(b) They were forced to leave by Hitler and his Nazi police, the Gestapo. 

(c) They moved there so they could operate their businesses in Germany.

 3. What happened after Germany invaded the Netherlands in May 1940?

(a) Rules became strict right away and Irene could not go to school.

(b) Life changed dramatically and Jews had to wear gold stars on their coats. 

(c) Life remained fairly normal for the first few months and became harsh later.

 4. What saved the Hasenbergs from being deported to Auschwitz after they were taken to the Westerbork 
transit camp in the Netherlands?

(a) They had passports from a South American country. 

(b) They were able to pay to stay at Westerbork. 

(c) They had jobs at Westerbork.

 5. What was the noise in the sky that Irene started hearing in summer and fall 1944?

(a) German airplanes bombing concentration camps

(b) Allied planes bombing German cities

(c) Allied planes bombing concentration camps

 6. Why did the Frank family go into hiding in August 1944?

(a) Otto Frank was told to report to authorities.

(b) Anne Frank was told to report to authorities. 

(c) Margot Frank was told to report to authorities.

 7. Who helped hide the Frank family for 25 months?

(a) Otto’s employee in Amsterdam

(b) Otto’s cousin in Amsterdam

(c) Otto’s German friend in Amsterdam

 8. About how many Jews were murdered during the Holocaust and WWII?

(a) about 10 million

(b) about 8 million

(c) about 6 million

 9. What country had the most Jews murdered during the Holocaust?

(a) Poland

(b) Germany

(c) the Netherlands

 10. What was the name of the concentration camp in Poland that became a death camp because about one 
million Jews were murdered there?

(a) Bergen-Belsen

(b) Auschwitz

(c) Sorbibor
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 11. What was the name of the set of laws passed in 1935 in Germany that stripped German Jews of their 
citizenship?

(a) Enabling Acts

(b) Reichstag Fire Decrees

(c) Nuremberg Laws

 12. What two countries formed the Axis Powers with Germany?

(a) Italy and Japan

(b) Britain and Japan

(c) France and England

 13. What was the name of the 57 consecutive days of bombing England in fall 1940?

(a) the Luftwaffe

(b) the Blitz

(c) Dunkirk

 14. After being set free, why was Irene all alone after arriving in Switzerland?

(a) She was sick and had to be separated from the rest of her family. 

(b) She was alone because her mother and brother had infections.

(c) She was healthy and her mother and brother were in hospitals.

 15. What was the name of roll call at the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp?

(a) Appell

(b) Applet

(c) Allegro

 16. What does Irene credit for her survival during the Holocaust?

(a) her Pappi and his tireless work to make miracles happen

(b) the fact that the family had passports to Ecuador

(c) the fact that the war was ending in late 1944

 17. How did Anne’s diary and papers survive their time in hiding and then being deported?

(a) A friend found them months after World War II ended and sent them to Otto.

(b) Miep gathered them right after the family was taken away on August 4, 1944.

(c) Otto found them at his office after he returned from Auschwitz in 1945.

 18. Losing so many rights after Germany occupied the Netherlands, what was the worst trick of them all 
against Dutch Jews, according to Miep Gies?

(a) Germans taking away bicycles from all Dutch Jews

(b) Germans not allowing Dutch Jews go to the cinema

(c) Germans not allowing Dutch Jews to go to parks

 19. What was the likely reason Anne and Margot Frank were moved from Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen in 
November 1944?

(a) Germans needed more workers at Bergen-Belsen.

(b) Germans build a new camp for women at Bergen-Belsen. 

(c) Soviet troops were coming to Auschwitz from the east. 

 20. What was the infection that contributed to Anne’s and Margot’s death in February/March 1945?

(a) typhoid fever

(b) typhus

(c) tetanus
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Lesson Plan 3 Quiz Answers
1. c
2. a
3. c
4. a
5.b
6. c
7. a
8. c
9. a
10. b
11.c
12. a
13. b
14. c
15. a
16. a
17. b
18. a
19. c
20. b
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